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Day 1 

 
Where the Mind is Without Fear 

 
BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

 
Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high 
Where knowledge is free 
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
By narrow domestic walls 
Where words come out from the depth of truth 
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection 
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit 
Where the mind is led forward by thee 
Into ever-widening thought and action 
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake. 
 
 
 
About Rabindranath Tagore 

Rabindranath Tagore was an Indian poet, born in 1861 in what was then Calcutta, India. He was 
and is the foremost poet in the Bengali language, and was also versed in short story, play, and 
essay writer, as well as painting and composing music. He started writing poetry early and 
throughout his life he would publish several books as well as a complete collection of his work. 

In 1913 he became the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. His goal was to 
blend the best of Indian and Western poetry, an element of his writing clearly present in his 
poem, Where the Mind is Without Fear. During the time in which this poem was written, India 
was still under the control of the British Empire. In 1915, only 5 years after this poem was written, 
Tagore was awarded a knighthood but he gave it up in protest only four years later when British 
troops killed 400 Indian demonstrators. He died in 1941 in Calcutta. 
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About the Poem: Where the Mind is Without Fear 
 
 
“Where the mind is Without Fear” by Rabindranath Tagore is one of his vastly read and discussed 
poems.  It was originally composed in Bengali possibly in 1900 under the title “Prarthana”, 
meaning prayer. It appeared in the volume called ‘Naibedya’ in 1901. Later in 1911 Tagore himself 
translated the Bengali poem into English and that translation appeared as poem 35 in his Nobel 
winning anthology “Gitanjali” (Song Offerings) published by the Indian Society, London in 1912. 
 
When the poem was written, India was under the British Rule and people were eagerly waiting to 
get their freedom from the British Rule. The poem is written in the form of a prayer to the God, 
the Almighty for a true freedom for his country. And thus Tagore reveals his own concept of 
freedom throughout the poem, ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear’. 
 
 
 
Theme/Summary 
 
This poem is written by Rabindranath Tagore during pre-independence days, when India was a 
colony of the British. The underlying theme of the poem is absolute freedom; the poet wants the 
citizens of his country to be living in a free state. According to the poem, we see that the poet is 
expressing his views about a country where people live without any fear and with pure 
dignity…they are not suppressed by any authority.  
 
In accordance to Tagore, education should be accessible to all irrespective to their caste, creed, 
and religions. Broadly, there should be no social layers that should stop people from getting 
educated. 
 
The poet appeals that the people of the country should live united, not to be browbeaten by the 
social barriers like casteism, regionalism or religion. The poet says that people must remain free 
from superstitions and must try to achieve perfection in their skills. In the end, the poet entreats 
God to let his country be awakened so that his countrymen come out from the darkness of all evils. 
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Day 2 
 

 
 

Rabindranath Tagore 
 
 
Where the Mind is Without Fear: Explanation 
 
 
Line 1-2 
Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; 
 
In the very first line, the poet prays to the Almighty that his countrymen should be free from any 
fear of oppression or forced compulsion. He wishes that everyone in his country has his head held 
high in dignity. In other words, according to him, in a truly free country every person should be 
fearless and should have a sense of self dignity. 
 
Where knowledge is free; 
 
In the second line of ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear’ the poet dreams of a nation where 
knowledge would be free. Education should not be restricted to the upper class only but everybody 
should be allowed to acquire knowledge. Not only that, the children should learn freely from the 
nature and the world around them. They should not be forced memorize some predetermined 
lessons. And this is Tagore’s typical concept of education. 
 
 
Line 3-4 
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
By narrow domestic walls  
 
In the next two lines, the poet emphasizes the unity of not only of his countrymen but also of the 
entire world. He thinks there should be no division among people based on their caste, creed, 
colour, religion or other baseless superstitions. In other words, prejudices and superstitions should 
not divide the people in groups and break their unity. 
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Line 5-6 
Where words come out from the depth of truth; 
 
In line 5 of ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear’, Tagore wants a nation where people are truthful. 
They should not be superficial and words should come out from the depth of their hearts. 
 
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection  
 
In the sixth line of the poem, the poet wants everyone to work hard to reach their goal, and in the 
long run to reach perfection. . He thinks they should not be tired by working. People should not be 
lazy and ignoring their work. Personification as the figure of speech found here. Personification is 
the human attributes given to nonhuman objects. Here the concept of ‘trying’ has been given arms 
(a human characteristic) that stretches towards perfection.  
 
 
Line 7-8 
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habits; 
 
In line 7, the poet compares ‘reason’ or logical thinking to a “clear stream’ and in the next line 
compares ‘dead habits’ or superstitious beliefs to a ‘dreary desert’. He wants the stream of reason 
not to lose its way into the desert of prejudices. In short, people’s thought should be monitored by 
rational thinking, not by superstition; logic should rule over old baseless beliefs. Metaphor as the 
figure of speech found here. A metaphor is a comparison; here reason and clear stream have been 
compared. Dead habits and dreary desert have also been compared. 
 
 
Line 9-11 
Where the mind is led forward by thee 
Into ever-widening thought and action; 
 
In lines 9 and 10 the poet wishes his countrymen to be progressive and broad-minded. He wants 
that their minds be “led forward” to “ever-widening thought and action” by the Almighty. In short, 
we should be open-minded and do something unusual or extraordinary, overcoming the 
narrowness of mind. 
 
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake. 
 
In the final line of the poem, the poet addresses the God as ‘Father’. He asks him to awaken his 
country into such a ‘heaven of freedom’ where the above conditions meet. 
To make it clear, the poet prays to the Almighty (my Father) to raise or lift (awake) his country to 
such heights where freedom would be realised at its best (a heaven of freedom). He prays that God 
awakens his countrymen so that they come out from the darkness of ignorance, prejudices, disunity 
and all other evils. 
 
 



10/13 
 

Day 3 
 

Read the following questions and answers: 
 

Question 1: Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow. 
 

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high 
Where knowledge is free 
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 
By narrow domestic walls 
Where words come out from the depth of truth 
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection……..” 
 

i)  To whom is the poet speaking to? What is he saying? 
 

Answer: The poet is speaking to God. He is requesting to God to free his country from the shackles 
of superstitions and prejudices laid down by the age old customs and practices. He is wishing for 
a nation where everyone within the fold of brotherhood is free to hold up one’s head high and 
one’s voice can be heard without having any apprehension or fear of oppression. He talks about a 
nation where knowledge is not restricted by narrow ideas and is free of cost. 
 

ii)  Which narrow walls is the poet talking about? 
 

Answer: According to the poet, petty considerations of nationality, caste and creed should not 
divide the people. Prejudice and superstitions which narrow the mind and divide the people should 
be a thing of the past. There should be no factionalism in the country. The people must rise above 
the narrow walls of caste, religion and community. They should remain united. 
 

iii)  What does the speaker mean by ‘where tireless striving stretches its arm towards 
perfection’? 

 

Answer: Through this line, the speaker wishes that his countrymen strive towards perfection 
without getting tired. A country whose people work without laziness is sure to achieve perfection 
in all fields and aspects. Everyone should be free to toil and work hard for anything they desire 
either for their own or for the good of the nation. 
 

iv) What kind of freedom does the poet desire for his country? 
 

Answer: Poet desires for freedom of thoughts and habits for his countrymen. He wishes for a 
freedom from narrow limits set up by the society, from fear and from a world which is broken into 
fragments. In other words, the poet dreams of a country free from the shackles of foreign rule and 
from all other obstacles like fear, superstitions, casteism, regionalism, narrow mindedness, 
imperfection and irrationality. 
 

v)  After reading the poem, what do you think about the state of the country at this 
moment in poet’s eyes? 

 

Answer: Probably, according to the poet, the country is in a state of ignorance and that’s why he 
desires freedom for his country. He wants his country to move to a state where knowledge is free 
and individuals are free from the bondage of narrow ideas set up by the society. He considers 
people to be slave of bad habits that is affecting their life as well as the nation’s life. According to 
him, the British rule had robbed India of its pride and dignity by reducing it to a ruined nation. 
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Question 2: Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 
 
“Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit 
Where the mind is led forward by thee 
Into ever-widening thought and action 
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.” 
 
i) Name the poem and the poet. What does ‘dead habit’ refer to? 
 

Answer: The name of the poem is ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear’ and the name of the poet is 
Rabindranath Tagore. ‘Dead habit’ refers to the old customs and practices which are a threat to 
humanity and modernity. These practices don’t allow human beings to accept new thoughts which 
can make the world a better place to live in. 
 
ii)  What do the above lines say? 
 

Answer: In the above lines, the poet requests God to lead his country to a place where the 
reasoning faculty is not lost among outdated customs and traditions. The poet does not want his 
people to dwell in the mistakes of the past or be possessed by it. He wants the country to be led 
forward by God into the freedom of broadened attitude and mindset. He requests ‘The Father’ to 
awaken his country into such a ‘heaven of freedom’. 
 
iii) Why are habits compared to desert sand? 
 

Answer: Habits that are dead are compared to desert sand because desert is dry and fruitless. It’s 
not green and life-giving. Similarly dead habits are not useful for individuals and society. The 
people must not turn out to be slave of bad habits that can affect their life as well as the nation’s 
life. Hence, it is better to do away with them. 
 
iv) Do you agree with the poet that our minds should be fearless and free? Give options. 
 

Answer: Yes, I agree that our minds should be fearless and free from the oppressor. It should be 
free but in a positive way or attitude. A free mind can be both beautiful and harmless. It is up to 
us how we use it and make of it. A fearful mind cannot express itself truly. If our mind is free we 
can hold our head high and our voice can he heard without any apprehensions. 
 
v) Why does the poet want freedom for his country? 
 

Answer: The poet wants freedom for his country because being free from the shackles of ignorance 
and narrow-mindedness would take it to the heights of success and it will create a name for itself 
in the whole world. Without freedom, the people of his country cannot progress and hence the 
nation will not progress.  
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Read the following short question and answers to get a better understanding of the poem. 
 
 
(i) What is meant by "Mind is without fear"? Whose mind is the poet talking about and 

why? 
 

Answer: Mind is without fear means fearless mind. The poet Rabindranath Tagore is talking about 
the mind of his countrymen. He prays everyone in his country should be fearless because the 
British had ruled India and reduced it to a dominated nation. 
 
ii) What is meant by: 'the head is held high'? Why is the head bowed down and needs to 

be held high? 
 

Answer:  Head is held high means having self-respect. 
The poet's countrymen heads are bowed down because of the British who are ruling over them. 
The head should be held high in self-respect without having any fear of oppression or compulsion. 
 
iii) What does the poet mean by “Where knowledge is free"? What were the restrictions 

imposed on the spread of knowledge? 
 

Answer: Where knowledge is free means there is distribution of knowledge. 
The distribution of knowledge are being restricted by narrow ideas and loyalties. Education was 
the monopoly of the rich and affluent. 
 
iv) What according to the poet, were the effects of the restrictions imposed on the spread 

of knowledge? 
 

Answer: According to poet the restrictions imposed on the spread of knowledge had very much 
effects on the people of India. Education became the monopoly of the rich and affluent category. 
The Indians were considered in the category of poor people. 
 
v) What does the poet mean by saying 'tireless striving'? What does the poet want his 

countrymen to achieve by tireless striving? 
 

Answer: Tireless striving mean working tirelessly and trying hard to achieve something. 
The poet wants countrymen to achieve perfection in everything they do and having the capability 
of reasoning, leaving aside superstitious beliefs and rituals that was very much prevalent in those 
days. 
 
vi) Explain why "reason" has been compared to a clear stream. 
 

Answer: The clear stream means clarity of thought and the poet here wants that reason should be 
given with clear thought and should not be engulfed by superstitious thought. 
 
vii) What is meant by dreary desert sand of "dead habit"? 
 

Answer: The dreary desert sand of "dead habit" means a place where old customs and outdated 
traditions are followed by the people. 
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viii)      What according to the poet are the hurdles in achieving perfection?  
 

Answer: According to the poet the hurdles in achieving perfections are superstitious beliefs, old 
customs and outdated traditions. These things overwhelmed the mind of Indians during the rule of 
Britishers. 
 
ix) How can it be said that the poem is a "song of prayer"? 
 

Answer: The poem "Where the mind is without fear" is a song of prayer as it is seen in every line 
that the poet prays to the Almighty for the fortunes of his country. The country is under the 
subjugation of Britishers and their rights have been snatched from them. Therefore he prays for 
his country where his countrymen could live with pride and self-respect. 
 
x) Point out and explain figure of speech in the line: ‘Into the dreary desert sand of dead 

habit’ 
 

Answer: The figure of speech used in the third line of the extract "into the dreary desert sand of 
dead habit" is alliteration and metaphor. Here the consonant "D" has been repeated to emphasise 
that the countrymen had been laid astray from their goal in a place where outdated traditions and 
customs are followed by them. A metaphor is a comparison. Dead habits and dreary desert have 
been compared. 
 
 
Work to be done: 
Write down the answers to Question B (1 to 5) in your classwork copy for practice. If you read 
this study material thoroughly, you will be able to write all the answers.  


