
English Literature 
ANSWER KEY OF CLASS 8 HOME ASSIGNMENT 

                                                               [Pertaining to Week 1 & 2] 
 
 
 
Q1) (i) Shylock said these words about Antonio; satisfy                                        

             
            (ii)  

 Shylock was indignant because earlier Antonio had criticized him many times about his habit 
of charging interest at the Rialto.            

 Antonio hated him for being a Jew and called him a dog. 

 However, it appeared that Antonio needed his help but how can a dog have money? Was it 
possible for a dog to lend three thousand ducats?                                  

        
        (iii)  Antonio replied that  

 he would call Shylock a dog again,  

 spit on him again,  

 and spurn him                                                                                    

 even if  Shylock lends Antonio the money; The reason being he would lend not to a 
friend but to an enemy. And if the enemy breaks the bond, he would face the penalty.                                  

 
Q2.           (i) 

 Bassanio was willing to offer three thousand ducats or as many times over as Shylock 
might desire. 

 Shylock refused 

 Bassanio begged the learned young counselor would endeavor to wrest the law a little, 
to save Antonio’s life.                                                                      

 
      (ii)  

 Shylock would lend Antonio three thousand ducats 

  and take no interest for his money;  

 If Antonio did not repay the money by a certain day, he would forfeit a pound of flesh, to be 
cut off from any part of his body that Shylock pleased.                         

 
(iii) 

 Antonio’s ships were all lost at sea. 

 Portia had a relation, who was a counselor in law, whose name was Bellario. 

 Portia disguised herself as Doctor Balthasar  

 Portia as Doctor Balthazar looked youthful and was prettily disguised by her counselor’s 
robes and a large wig.                                                                      

 
Q3.  
 
(i) 

 Shylock   

 Portia 



 On hearing Portia say that the law might not be altered, Shylock assumed that she was 
pleading in his favour and said these words in appreciation of Portia’s judgment.  

 
 
 
 
(ii) 

 to exact revenge 

 It’s a reference to the Bible where Daniel, a wise Jewish prophet, was known for his 
wisdom which made him an esteemed judge.                                                       

 Portia advises Shylock to be merciful and to take the money offered to him by Bassanio. 
 
 
(iii) 
 • Mercy blesses the person who shows mercy and also the person who receives it.  
• Earthly power becomes more Godlike when it is merciful.  
• You cannot force someone to show mercy. Mercy is as natural as the rain.                 
•  Mercy lies in the hearts of kings.  Kings are most God-like when they are merciful as well as just. 
 
Dear Students, 
 
Practice writing at home. Read the text closely and thoroughly. Take care to write all the points 

because many answers have points missing. Sentence construction and grammatical errors are also 
evident in many answers. Students, you need to improve in language to write proper error free answers. 
Inculcate the habit of reading to improve the standard of your writing.        

 
 
 


