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DAY 1: Degrees of Comparison 

 

Before we start learning, how to transform sentences using degrees of Comparison, let us 

revise the concept of Positive, Comparative and Superlative Degree by clicking on the 

following link: 

https://onlineteachersuk.com/comparative-superlative-adjectives/amp/#part1 

 

Now that we have revised the concept thoroughly, let us see how to transform sentences 

using Degrees of Comparison, without changing the meaning. 

 

Consider the following examples for understanding: 

 

Positive Comparative Superlative 

I am as strong as him. He is not stronger than me. - 

This razor is not as sharp as 

that one. 

That razor is sharper than this 

one. 

- 

Few historians write as 

interestingly as Joshi. 

Joshi writes more 

interestingly than most 

historians. 

- 

No other metal is as useful as 

iron. 

Iron is more useful than any 

other metal. 

Iron is the most useful metal. 

No other democracy in the 

world is as large as India. 

India is larger than any other 

democracy in the world. 

India is the largest 

democracy in the world. 

Very few towns in India are 

as rich as Mumbai. 

Mumbai is richer than most 

other towns in India. 

Mumbai is one of the richest 

towns in India. 

Some other buildings in the 

city are as tall as Usha Kiran. 

Some other buildings in the 

city are taller than Usha 

Kiran. 

Usha Kiran is not the tallest 

of all the buildings in the 

city. 

Naomi is not as clever as 

some other girls in the class. / 

Some girls in the class are as 

clever as Naomi. 

Some girls in the class are 

cleverer than Naomi. / Naomi 

is less clever than some of 

the girls in the class. 

Naomi is not one of the 

cleverest girls in the the 

class. 

 

Points to remember: 

 Do not use negative words like ‘not’ or ‘never’ in Comparative degree. (Exception: 

When we compare between only 2 things or 2 persons, NOT CAN BE USED) 

However, negative words can be used in positive and superlative degree. 

 Use ‘the’ before the word denoting Superlative degree, example ‘the largest’, ‘the 

tallest’. 

Use ‘than’ in Comparative degree, example ‘richer than’, ‘taller than’. 

https://onlineteachersuk.com/comparative-superlative-adjectives/amp/#part1


Use as....as in positive degree, example ‘as tall as’, ‘as clever as’ 

 Note that when ‘very few’ is used in the positive degree, ‘most other’ is used in the 

comparative degree and ‘one of the’ is used in the superlative degree. If you see 

the 6
th

 sentence, you will find that Mumbai is one of the richest towns in India, it is 

not THE riches town, which means that some towns in India are as rich as Mumbai. 

 On the other hand, if you look up to the 5
th

 sentence, you will find that India is the 

largest democracy, which means no other democracy is as large as India. In that case 

we use ‘no other’ in positive degree, ‘any other’ in comparative degree and ‘the 

(superlative degree of the given word)’ in the superlative degree. 

 When we compare one thing or person with many other things / persons or all other 

things / persons, we CANNOT USE “No” or “Not” in Comparative Degree. 

Example: Wrong Sentence: No other democracy in the world is larger than 

India. 

 

WORKSHEET: Change the Degrees of Comparison without changing the meaning: 

 

1. Abdul is as strong as his brother. 

2. Akbar was one of the greatest kings. 

3. Some boys are as industrious as Karim. 

4. No other bowler in the team is as good as Rama. 

5. Very few towns in India are as big as Chennai. 

6. This pony is better trained than yours. 

7. This newspaper has a bigger circulation than any other morning paper. 

8. Helen of Troy was more beautiful than any other woman. 

9. Very few Indo-Anglian novelists are as great as R.K.Narayan. 

10. It is better to starve than beg. 

 

ANSWER KEY (Transformation using two degrees of Comparison is provided, 

wherever applicable) 

1. Abdul’s brother is not stronger than him. 

2. Very few kings were as great as Akbar. / Akbar was greater than most other kings. 

3. Some other boys are more industrious than Karim. / Karim is not the most industrious boy. 

4. Rama is better than any other bowler in the team. / Rama is the best bowler in the team. 

5. Chennai is bigger than most other towns in India. / Chennai is one of the biggest towns in 

India. 

6. Your pony is not as well trained as this pony. 

7. No other morning paper has a circulation as big as this newspaper. / This newspaper has 

the biggest circulation. 

8. No other woman was as beautiful as Helen of Troy. / Helen of Troy was the most beautiful 

woman. 

9. R.K.Narayan is greater than most other Indo-Anglian novelists. / R.K.Narayan is one of the 

greatest Indo-Anglian novelists. 

10. Begging is not as good as starving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

DAY 2: Descriptive Essay 

 

How to Write a Descriptive Essay 

 

 
 

One of the keys to writing a descriptive essay is to create a picture in your reading audience’s 

mind by engaging all five of their senses – smell, sight, touch, taste and sound. If you can do 

this, then your essay is a success, if not, then you have a lot of work to do. The first steps in 

writing a descriptive essay will lay the groundwork for the entire piece. 

 

#Step 1: Choose a topic 

 A descriptive essay will usually focus on a single event, a person, a location or an 

item. When you write your essay, it is your job to convey your idea about that topic 

through your description of that topic and the way that you lay things out for your 

reader. You need to show your reader (not tell them) what you are trying to describe 

by illustrating a picture in their mind’s eye very carefully. 

 

 Your essay needs to be structured in a manner that helps your topic to make sense. If 

you are describing an event, you will need to write your paragraphs in chronological 

order. If you are writing about a person or a place you need to order the paragraphs so 

that you start off in a general manner and then write more specific details later. Your 

introductory paragraph sets the tone for the rest of the essay, so it needs to set out all 

of the main ideas that you are going to cover in your essay. 

 

#Step 2: Create a statement 

The next step is to create a thesis statement. This is a single idea that will be prominent 

throughout your essay. It not only sets out the purpose of the essay, but regulates the way that 

the information is conveyed in the writing of that essay. This is an introductory paragraph 

that sets out your topic framework. 

 



#Step 3: Get the senses right 

 Next, create five labelled columns in your mind, each one having a different of the 

five senses. This labelled list will help you to sort out your thoughts as you describe 

your topic – the taste, sight, touch, smell and sound of your topic can be sketched out 

among the columns. List out in the columns any sensation or feeling that you 

associate with the topic that you are writing about. You need to provide full sensory 

details that help to support the thesis. You can utilize literary tools such as metaphors, 

similes, personification and descriptive adjectives. 

 

 Once you have the columns laid out you can start to fill them with details that help to 

support your thesis. These should be the most interesting items that you have noted in 

your columns and will the details that you flesh out into the paragraphs of the body of 

your essay. Topics are set out in each separate paragraph and a topic sentence begins 

that paragraph and need to relate to your introductory paragraph and your thesis. 

 

#Step 4: Create an outline 

The next step is to create an outline listing the details of the discussion of each paragraph. 

The standard three - paragraph essay has a particular structure including the introductory 

paragraph with the inclusion of a thesis statement, followed by the body of the essay which 

prove that statement. 

 

#Step 5: Write the conclusion 

Finally, the conclusion paragraph makes a summary of the entirety of your essay. This 

conclusion also needs to reaffirm your thesis (if necessary). Your conclusion needs to be well 

written because it is the final thing to be read by your reader and will remain on their mind 

the longest after they have read the remainder of your essay. 

 

#Step 6: Review your essay 

 It is important to take a break from your writing once you have completed the work. 

By stepping away from the work for a short time you can clear your mind and take a 

short rest. You can then take a look at the essay with fresh eyes and view it in much 

the same way that a person reading it will when they first see the piece. 

 

 After you have taken a short break or a walk (or whatever the case may be), read the 

entire essay again thinking about your reader. You should ask yourself if you were the 

reader, would the essay make sense to you? Is it easy to read so that anyone can 

understand what the topic of the essay is? Do any of the paragraphs need to be 

rewritten because they are confusing and need to be better written to be descriptive? 

 

 Your choice of words and language need to convey what you are trying to describe 

when you talk about a particular topic. The details that you have provided should give 

your reader enough information that they can form a complete picture. Any details in 

the essay should help a reader to understand the meaning of the topic from the 

writer’s point of view. 

 

 Read your entire essay over again, out loud this time. Sometimes reading something 

out loud can help to identify any issues that should be worked out. Read the essay 

again to a friend or family member and have them give you any criticisms that they 

might have. Have someone else ready your essay and then ask them if anything needs 

to be clarified or if they received a clear picture from the details given in the essay. 



 

#Step 7: Finish it up 

Finally, read your essay again very carefully and check for any grammar, punctuation or 

spelling errors that are obvious within the essay. If you find any clichés, be sure to delete 

them, they certainly do not belong in your essay. If there are any parts that are not completely 

descriptive or don’t make as much sense as you would like them to, rewrite them once again 

and then follow the proof reading and reading aloud process again to ensure that the final 

product is exactly as expected. You can never be too thorough when it comes to reading the 

essay over again and checking for any areas that need to be reworked. 

 

 Students, these guidelines are provided to give you a clear idea about how you 

should practise writing descriptive essays at home. 

 Remember to leave 2 finger gap before starting a new paragraph. 

 Make sure you are writing grammatically correct and meaningful sentences. 

 You will be asked to write the essay from 250 to 300 words 

 Total marks allotted for essay writing is 20. 

 Do not spend more than 30 minutes on essay writing. 

 Now, let us consider the following sample of Descriptive Essay writing. 

           [Remember: the more you read, the clearer your idea about essay writing will be] 

 

Q: One of your parents has influenced you considerably. Give details of the influence. 

(ICSE 2012) 

(Or) 

Many people play very important roles in our lives. Describe in vivid detail any one 

person and show how he/ she has played a very special influence in your life. 

 

(Chalk out in your mind) 

Introduction: Influence of parents 

 Greatly influenced by my mother 

 By her industrious nature and qualities of head and heart 

 Love, compassion and sacrifice 

 Willpower and perseverance 

Conclusion: My guide and mentor 

    We are blessed for having parents to look and care for us. They are an incarnation of 

God, for they bring us into the world, and also take care of us when we need them the 

most. They are the ultimate role models, for no other person influences us more than 

our parents. They are there in our sorrow, mitigating our grief and jubilant in our 

happiness, multiplying it manifold. We not only imbibe good virtues from them, but 

also learn to differentiate between good and evil. They leave an indelible impression on 

our mind, which consciously or unconsciously influence our life. Though I love both my 

parents, I am however more influenced by my mother. 

    She has a positive and overwhelming influence on me. She is by nature very 

industrious and loving. Getting up early in the morning, she goes about the daily chores. 

After serving breakfast, packing my lunch box and sending me to school, she goes to 

office. In the evening she has ample time for me hearing my adventures through the day 

and then helping me with my homework. Her stellar qualities of head and heart have 

drawn me close to her. She is very large hearted and forgiving by nature and has often 

stood by me even when I was at fault. Nevertheless, she is strict and stem so that I do 



not repeat it again. This understanding makes me share all my worries and 

apprehensions with her. She encourages me to take decisions, at the same time giving 

me dispassionate advice and suggestions, which boosts my confidence. 

She is an embodiment of love and compassion. Her dedication to work has a great 

influence on my outlook to life. It has enabled me to appreciate emotions like love and 

compassion, which makes one a good human being. Her willpower and perseverance 

makes me proud of her. Despite her busy work schedule, she persevered to complete her 

PhD after doing her post graduation quite some time back. She accomplished this feat 

in the face off many odds, like insufficient time and my illness. I have great respect for 

the redoubtable spirit, which makes her face great odds with a positive approach. 

    I do not have to look elsewhere, for inspiration. She is my mentor and guide. Her only 

advice to me is to be myself, with a clear objective in life. According to her nothing is 

impossible, provided one strives for it. She firmly believes in the words of H.W. 

Longfellow, “Life’s battle don’t always go to the stronger or the fastest man, But sooner 

or later the man who wins is the man who thinks he can.” 

 

EXERCISE: Write about a time when you were really frightened. This could be when 

you were in real or imagined danger or when you were afraid of the consequences of 

something you had done or not done. 

 

DAY 3: Transformation of Sentences 

 

There are various ways of saying the same thing. Yet we have to follow certain rules of 

grammar in order to maintain accuracy and clarity in what we wish to convey. The 

transformation of a sentence means changing its form without altering its sense. 

 

Let us revise some of the rules. 

 

Interchange of Affirmative and Negative Sentences  

 

How to do? 

 Add a negative word like no, not or never 

 Use the opposite of the word (verb/adjective/noun/adverb) or change the degree of 

comparison used in the affirmative sentence. 

 Example: I am elder to my sister. ---- My sister is not younger than I. 

                Alfred was the best king that ever reigned in England.----No other king in 

England was as good as Alfred. 

 

Interchange of Interrogative and Assertive Sentences 

 Add negative word in the Interrogative Sentence if the assertive sentence is in the 

affirmative. 

 Remove the negative in the Interrogative Sentence if the assertive sentence is in the 

negative. (in other words, if Assertive Sentence is in Negative, then Interrogative 

Sentence will be in Positive and if Assertive Sentence is in Positive, then Interrogative 

Sentence will be Negative) 

 Add a question mark to write Interrogative Sentences. 

 Example: This is the house that we are buying. ---- Isn’t this the house that we are 

buying? 

They are not rich enough to afford this car. ---- Are they rich enough to afford this 

car? 



 

Interchange of Assertive and Exclamatory Sentences 

 

Consider the following table to learn how we change expression in Exclamatory and 

Assertive Sentences: 

Words/Expressions used in Exclamatory 

Sentence 

Words/Expressions used in Assertive 

Sentence 

What, How, Such Very, Indeed, Great, Truly 

Alas! Indeed unfortunate/Indeed disappointing 

Hurray! It is a great joy 

How I wish to be a bird! I wish I were a bird. (Do not write: I wish I 

was a bird. In case of expressing a wish, 

always use ‘were’) 

 

 Note that an Assertive Sentence always ends with full stop. (.) Exclamatory Sentence 

always ends with an exclamation mark. (!) 

 Example: What a happy day this is! ----This is a very happy day. 

                Alas! We have lost the match. ---- It is indeed unfortunate that we have lost 

the match. 

                How beautiful the landscape is! ---- The landscape is truly beautiful. 

 In sentences like: Ah, what a sight was there! – note that the expression ‘Ah’ 

expresses delight/pleasure. So in spite of the fact that it is not stated clearly what kind 

of a sight it was, we may change the given Exclamatory Sentence into Assertive 

Sentence in the following way: It was a wonderful sight. 

 

WORKSHEET: Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after 

each. Make other changes that may be necessary, but do not change the meaning of each 

sentence. 

 

1. What would I not give you to see you happy! (Change into Assertive sentence) 

2. We cannot expect anybody to be present today. (Change into Interrogative Sentence) 

3. God will not forget the cry of the helpless. (Change into Affirmative sentence) 

4. I wish I were young again. (Change into Exclamatory sentence) 

5. No one can touch this box without my permission. (Change into Interrogative Sentence) 

6. When can their glory fade? (Change into Assertive sentence) 

7. I was doubtful whether it was you. (Change into Negative sentence) 

8. I care very little what he says about me. (Change into Negative sentence) 

9. What an inspiring life he leads! (Change into Assertive sentence) 

10. It is very stupid of me to forget your name. (Change into Exclamatory sentence) 

11. I shall never forget those happy days. (Change into Interrogative Sentence) 

12. Not many guests will accept the invitation. (Change into Affirmative sentence) 

13. Is this the kind of dress to wear in school? (Change into Assertive sentence) 

14. I wish to have a good horse. (Change into Exclamatory sentence) 

15. There is no smoke without fire. (Change into Interrogative Sentence) 

 

ANSWER KEY: 1. I would give everything to see you happy. 

2. Can we expect anybody to be present today? 

3. God will remember the cry of the helpless. 

4. If only I were young again! / How I wish to be young again! 

5. Can anyone touch this box without my permission? 



6. Their glory can never fade. 

7. I was not sure whether it was you. 

8. I don’t care much what he says about me. 

9. He leads a very inspiring life. 

10. How stupid of me to forget your name! 

11. Shall I ever forget those happy days? 

12. Very few guests will accept the invitation. 

13. This is not the kind of dress to wear in school. 

14. If only I had a good horse! 

15. Is there any smoke without fire? 
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