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SESSION: 2020-2021 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 
 

Recapitulation of Week 3 and 4 
 
Developed by Sangita Dey 
 
TOPIC: THE TEMPEST 
Book:  Tales from Shakespeare-Charles and Mary Lamb 
 
 
Children, it is important for you to know the story of ‘Merchant of Venice’ as written by Charles Lamb.   
 
Please read the story from this link provided here:  
 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1286/1286-h/1286-h.htm#link2H_4_0002 
 
 
Here are some explanations of extracts from the story: 

 
 

a) Extract: 
 

“I was Duke of Milan, and you were a princess, and my only heir. I had a younger brother, whose name 
was Antonio, to whom I trusted everything; and as I was fond of retirement and deep study I commonly 
left the management of my state affairs to your uncle, my false brother (for so indeed he proved). 1, 
neglecting all worldly ends, buried among my books, did dedicate whole time to the bettering of my 
mind. My brother Antonio, being thus in possession of my power, began to think himself the duke 
indeed.” 
Interpretation: 
 
I was the Duke of Milan, and you were a princess, and my only successor. I had a younger brother 
named Antonio to whom I trusted everything. I was fond of studies and dedicated my time to the 
betterment of my mind. I left the management of the state work to my brother. With Antonio possessing 
such powers and wealth, Antonio started to believe that he was the duke. 
 
b) Extract: 

 
“…you were a little cherub that did preserve me. Your innocent smiles made me bear up against my 

misfortunes…” 
 
Interpretation: 
 
You were a little angel who kept me going. Your innocent smiles sustained my spirits and helped me 
to endure against my misfortunes. 
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c) Extract: 
 

“Full fathom five thy father lies; 
Of his bones are coral made; 
Those are pearls that were his eyes: 
Nothing of him that doth fade, 
But doth suffer a sea-change 
Into something rich and strange. 
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell: 
Hark! now I hear them—Ding-dong, bell.” 
 
Interpretation: 
 
Your father lies five whole fathoms below, 
His bones have turned to coral now. 
His eyes have turned to pearls. 
There’s nothing left of him, 
He’s undergone a complete sea change 
And become something rich and strange. 
Sea nymphs ring his death bell every hour. 

 
Ariel sings this song to Ferdinand. The song confuses and saddens Ferdinand. The song confuses 
him because he cannot discern the source of the song, since Ariel remains hidden. The song saddens 
him because it convinces him that his father has died. The song’s emphasis on transformation (i.e., 
“sea-change”) is also significant. Not only does the song tap into the play’s larger theme of changing 
relationships, but it also references the island’s fluid, illusory nature. 
 
 
d) Extract: 
 
“Where the bee sucks, there suck I; 
In a cowslip’s bell I lie: 
There I crouch when owls do cry. 
On the bat’s back I do fly 
After summer merrily. 
Merrily, merrily shall I live now 
Under the blossom that hangs on the bough.” 
 
Interpretation: 
 
Where the bee drinks, I drink dew. I lie in the cup of a cowslip flower. I sleep there when the owls hoot. 
I fly on a bat’s back, following the summer around the globe. Happily, happily I will live now under the 
blossom that hangs on the bough. 
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The Story in Brief: 
 
 
 This story takes place on a mysterious island in the middle of nowhere. The main inhabitants of the 

island are Prospero and his daughter Miranda. The other inhabitants of the island are Caliban, 
Prospero’s slave, and many magical spirits. Prospero is a powerful sorcerer who has lived on the 
island ever since his brother, Antonio, stole his dukedom. Luckily, with the help of his friend 
Gonzalo, Prospero and Miranda were able to escape alive. They have been shipwrecked on the 
island for twelve years. 
 

 When the story starts, Prospero spots a large ship headed for the island. He causes a great storm, 
or tempest, to cause the ship to wreck. His daughter, Miranda, worries about the people on board, 
but Prospero promises her that they will all make it to the island alive. 

 
 Prospero tells Miranda the story of how they came to the island. He explains that the people on the 

ship are his enemies, and he is ready to confront them. As Prospero promised, all of the people on 
the wrecked ship make it to the island alive. Prospero, with the help of his spirit-servant Ariel, has 
spread them out on different parts of the island. 

 

  Prospero tells Ariel that if he helps carry out Prospero’s plan, then he’ll release Ariel from his 
charge.  

 
 The first person to arrive at the home of Prospero and Miranda is Ferdinand, the son of King of 

Naples. Fernando is the first man Miranda has ever seen besides Caliban and Prospero. She 
immediately falls in love with him and Fernando falls in love with Miranda. Fernando tells Miranda 
he’d like to make her his Queen, if they ever make it back to Naples. 

  
 In another place on the island, the King of Naples tells the others that he is sure his son Ferdinand 

has drowned. Meanwhile, Prospero agrees to let Ferdinand and Miranda marry. 
 
 Ariel uses his magic to present the group of men with delicious food and drink. He then confronts 

them about their past while making them crazy under a spell. The King of Naples, and Antonio the 
false brother, repent the injustice they had done to Prospero. 

 
 Prospero finally confronts the King of Naples and Antonio. Ferdinand is reunited with his father and 

the marriage of Ferdinand and Miranda is announced. All is forgiven and the party makes plans to 
return to Naples. Prospero sets Ariel and all the spirits on the island free and returns home to Milan 
safely. 
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Themes in the play 
 

Imprisonment and Freedom 
 
Many characters within this play experience some form of imprisonment or confinement, yet not always 
overtly: Prospero and Miranda are banished from Milan and are exiled to the island, Caliban is 
enslaved by both Prospero and Stephano, Ariel is imprisoned by Sycorax and is then forced to serve 
Prospero. Ferdinand is kept as Prospero's prisoner after the initial shipwreck. All of these characters 
yearn for freedom in some way but through a variety of forms. Prospero wants to be freed through 
regaining his rightful status, Miranda achieves freedom, although through marriage, from her father's 
control, and Ariel demands freedom from Prospero's control. 
 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
 
It seems, at the beginning of the play, that Prospero's aims are not to reconcile, but to seek revenge. 
However, by the end of the play Prospero, with help from Ariel, has learnt how to forgive and had 
reconciled with the royal entourage and regained his position as the Duke of Milan. Prospero changes 
to harmony and peace, rather than revenge as he allows the blessing of his daughter's marriage to 
Ferdinand, the king's son. 
 
Illusion and Magic 
 
The play begins with an illusion - the shipwreck is not a result of a tempest, but of Ariel's and Prospero's 
magic and this creates the idea that the island is full of magic and illusions. For example, Ariel and the 
other spirits may be seen as an illusion to the royals as they are unused to such supernatural beings 
and the island itself is seen to be magical. Prospero is also representative of magic through his learning 
of spells and his possession of magic books. He is able to make himself invisible, control others and 
the elements, bring torment and pain, and command the spirits of the island which show that his magic 
is extremely powerful. It is also suggested that illusion within The Tempest appears through the illusion 
of justice. The unjust usurpation of Prospero by his brother Antonio is the first violation of justice the 
audience encounters. Prospero uses this to present himself as a victim, yet it can be argued that he 
abuses his status as he takes away power from other characters - Ariel and Caliban. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

       
 


