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SHAW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CLASS-VIII 

SESSION: 2020-2021 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 
 
 
Week 3 
Developed by Sangita Dey 
TOPIC: THE TEMPEST 
Book: Tales from Shakespeare ~ Charles and Mary Lamb 

 
 
Day 1 
 
Introduction to ‘The Tempest’ 
 
 
--On an isolated island, a magician plots revenge for his brother's betrayal— 
 
On a distant island a man waits. 
 
Robbed of his position, power and wealth, his enemies have left him in isolation. But this is no ordinary 

man, and this no ordinary island. Prospero is a magician, able to control the very elements and bend nature 
to his will. When a sail appears on the horizon, he reaches out across the ocean to the ship that carries the 
men who wronged him. Creating a vast magical storm he wrecks the ship and washes his enemies up on the 
shore. When they wake they find themselves lost on a fantastical island where nothing is as it seems. 

 
 
 
The Story in Brief: 
 

Twelve years ago, Prospero was Duke of Milan. Being of a bookish disposition, he withdrew more and more 

into his studies, leaving the management of his state to his brother Antonio. Eventually, with the help of 

Alonso, King of Naples - inveterate enemies of Prospero - Antonio usurped the dukedom for himself. 

Prospero and his baby daughter Miranda were put to sea in a rotten boat and eventually landed on a distant 

island once ruled by the witch Sycorax but now inhabited only by her son, Caliban, and Ariel, a spirit. 

MAGIC ARTS 

Since then Prospero has ruled the island and its two inhabitants by the use of magic arts derived from his 

studies. His daughter Miranda has grown up seeing no other human being. 
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REVENGE 

Prospero divines that fortune has brought his enemies close to the island and he sees an opportunity to work 

his revenge. He uses his powers to raise a storm which shipwrecks them. When Miranda questions this, he 

tells her the story of their arrival on the island and assures her that no real harm will come to the survivors. 

The shipwrecked travellers are separated. At Prospero's bidding, the invisible Ariel directs their wanderings. 

He leads Ferdinand, the King's son, to Prospero's cell, where he and Miranda fall instantly in love. Prospero 

sets heavy tasks to test Ferdinand. 

BLESSINGS OF MARRIAGE 

Satisfied that Ferdinand has met all his challenges, Prospero approves their union of a forthcoming marriage. 

THE ENDING 

As Prospero's plan draws to its climax, he vows that upon its completion he will abandon his magic arts. 

Ariel brings Antonio and the king of Naples to the cell, and Prospero, in his own persona as Duke of Milan, 

confronts his enemies and forgives them. In the betrothal of Ferdinand and Miranda, the rift between Naples 

and Milan is healed. 

Finally, Prospero grants Ariel his freedom and prepares to leave the island for Milan and his restored 

Dukedom. 

You can refer to this link for an enhanced perception of the play of William Shakespeare:  

https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-tempest/the-plot 
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DAY 2 

TOPIC: The Tempest  
Book:  Tales from Shakespeare ~ Charles and Mary Lamb 

Themes in the play 

 Imprisonment and Freedom 

Many characters within this play experience some form of imprisonment or confinement, yet not always 

overtly: Prospero and Miranda are banished from Milan and are exiled to the island, Caliban is enslaved 

by both Prospero and Stephano, Ariel is imprisoned by Sycorax and is then forced to serve Prospero, 

Ferdinand is kept as Prospero's prisoner after the initial shipwreck. All of these characters yearn for 

freedom in some way but through a variety of forms. Prospero wants to be freed through regaining his 

rightful status, Miranda achieves freedom, although through marriage, from her father's control, and 

Ariel demands freedom from Prospero's control.  

 Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

It seems, at the beginning of the play, that Prospero's aims are not to reconcile, but to seek revenge. 

However, by the end of the play Prospero, with help from Ariel, has learnt how to forgive and had 

reconciled with the royal entourage and regained his position as the Duke of Milan. Prospero changes 

to harmony and peace, rather than revenge as he allows the blessing of his daughter's marriage to 

Ferdinand, the king's son. 

 Illusion and Magic 

The play begins with an illusion - the shipwreck is not a result of a tempest, but of Ariel's and 

Prospero's magic and this creates the idea that the island is full of magic and illusions. For example, 

Ariel and the other spirits may be seen as an illusion to the royals as they are unused to such 

supernatural beings and the island itself is seen to be magical. Prospero is also representative of magic 

through his learning of spells and his possession of magic books. He is able to make himself invisible, 

control others and the elements, bring torment and pain, and command the spirits of the island which 

show that his magic is extremely powerful. It is also suggested that illusion within The Tempest 

appears through the illusion of justice. The unjust usurpation of Prospero by his brother Antonio is the 

first violation of justice the audience encounters. Prospero uses this to present himself as a victim, yet 

it can be argued that he abuses his status as he takes away power from other characters - Ariel and 

Caliban. 



4/8 
 

 Vocabulary/ Word Meanings from the Story 

 

Banquet: a banquet is a gathering of people for a formal large meal or feast, often involving main 
courses and desserts. 

Convoy: to accompany or escort, usually for protection. 

Cherub: a sweet looking innocent baby, or is a winged angelic figure. 

Depose: remove from office suddenly and forcefully. 

Enchanted: to cast a spell over, as by magic; bewitch. 

Execute: put into action. 

Fatigue: to feel exhausted. 

Harpy: a rapacious monster described as having a woman's head and body and a bird's wings and 
claws or depicted as a bird of prey with a woman's face. 

Penitence: feeling or showing sorrow and regret for having done wrong; repentance. 

Perish: die. 

Providence: care and guidance of God or nature over the creatures of the earth. 

Reconciliation: restoration of friendly relations 

Recollection: the action or faculty of remembering or recollecting something 

Stupefy: unable to think or feel properly. 

Surety: a person who takes responsibility for another. 

Tempest: A violent storm. 

Tormenting: inflicting severe physical or mental suffering. 

Vexatious: annoying. 

Wand: light-weight rod used in magic. 
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DAY 3 

TOPIC: The Tempest  
Book:  Tales from Shakespeare ~ Charles and Mary Lamb 
 

Recap of what was read last class: 

 This story takes place on a mysterious island in the middle of nowhere. The main inhabitants of 

the island are Prospero and his daughter Miranda. The other inhabitants of the island are Caliban, 

Prospero’s slave, and many magical spirits. Prospero is a powerful sorcerer who has lived on the 

island ever since his brother, Antonio, stole his dukedom. Luckily, with the help of his friend 

Gonzalo, Prospero and Miranda were able to escape alive. They have been shipwrecked on the 

island for twelve years.  

 When the story starts, Prospero spots a large ship headed for the island. He causes a great storm, 

or tempest, to cause the ship to wreck. His daughter, Miranda, worries about the people on board, 

but Prospero promises her that they will all make it to the island alive.  

 Prospero tells Miranda the story of how they came to the island. He explains that the people on 

the ship are his enemies, and he is ready to confront them. As Prospero promised, all of the people 

on the wrecked ship make it to the island alive. Prospero, with the help of his spirit-servant Ariel, 

has spread them out on different parts of the island.  

 Prospero tells Ariel that if he helps carry out Prospero’s plan, then he’ll release Ariel from his 

charge.  

 The first person to arrive at the home of Prospero and Miranda is Ferdinand, the son of King of 

Naples. Fernando is the first man Miranda has ever seen besides Caliban and Prospero. She 

immediately falls in love with him and Fernando falls in love with Miranda. Fernando tells 

Miranda he’d like to make her his Queen, if they ever make it back to Naples. 

 In another place on the island, the King of Naples tells the others that he is sure his son Ferdinand 

has drowned. Meanwhile, Prospero agrees to let Ferdinand and Miranda marry. 

 Ariel uses his magic to present the group of men with delicious food and drink. He then confronts 

them about their past while making them crazy under a spell. The King of Naples, and Antonio 

the false brother, repent the injustice they had done to Prospero.  

 Prospero finally confronts the King of Naples and Antonio. Ferdinand is reunited with his father 

and the marriage of Ferdinand and Miranda is announced. All is forgiven and the party makes 

plans to return to Naples. Prospero sets Ariel and all the spirits on the island free and returns home 

to Milan safely. 
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A. CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER AND FILL IN THE BLANKS: 

 1. 

___ was the chief of all spirits. 

a. Sycorax 

b. Caliban 

c. Ariel 

d. Prospero 

2.  

 _____ raised a dreadful storm.  

a. Ariel 

b. Prospero 

c. Miranda 

d. Sycorax 

3.  

Miranda was brought to the island ____ years ago. 

a. fourteen 

b. ten 

c. twelve 

d. five 
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4.  

Prospero ordered Ariel to bring ____ to his place. 

a. Gonzalo 

b. Ferdinand 

c. King of Naples 

d. Antonio 

5.    

 _____ had provided Prospero formerly with books and provisions. 

a. Antonio 

b. Ferdinand 

c. Gonzalo 

d. Antonio 

6.  

The second human being that Miranda saw on the island was _____. 

a. Ariel 

b. Prospero 

c. Ferdinand 

d. Gonzalo 
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B. Identify the character or speaker 

1.           She imprisoned the spirits in the bodies of large trees.     

2.           He was the chief of all spirits.   

3.         It seems to me like the recollection of a dream.     

4.           I was Duke of Milan, and you were a princess.     

5.           What a trouble must I have been to you then!     

6.           Now pray tell me, sir, your reason for raising this sea-storm?    

7.           I will soon move you.    

8.           I will tie you neck and feet together.    

9.           I must finish my task before I take my rest.   

10.      He repented and implored his brother’s forgiveness.    

 Answer Key 

A.  

1. Ariel 

2. Prospero 

3. twelve 

4. Ferdinand 

5. Gonzalo 

6. Ferdinand 

B. 

1. Sycorax 

2. Ariel 

3. Miranda 

4. Prospero 

5. Miranda 

6. Miranda 

7. Ariel 

8. Prospero 

9. Ferdinand 

10. Antonio 


