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SHAW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CLASS-VIII 

SESSION: 2020-2021 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 
 
Recapitulation of Week 1 and 2 

 
Developed by Sangita Dey 
TOPIC: THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 
Book:  Tales from Shakespeare-Charles and Mary Lamb 
 
 
Children, it is important for you to know the story of ‘Merchant of Venice’ as written by Charles 

Lamb.   
 
Please read the story from this link provided here:  
   
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1286/1286-h/1286-h.htm#link2H_4_0007 
 

 
Here are some explanations of extracts from the story: 

 
1. Extract: “If I can once catch him on the hip, I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him”.  

 
Explanation: Shylock said these words about Antonio. He was thinking to himself that if he could get 

the better of Antonio just once, he would satisfy his old grudge against him. Antonio lent out money 
without charging interest, spoke badly of Shylock, his bargains, and his hard-won money in the company 
of other merchants, and talked about "interest" that Shylock took from his customers. Shylock then said 
that may his Jewish tribe be cursed if he ever forgave him! 

 
 When Antonio asked Shylock if he would lend the money, Shylock replied: 

 
2. Extract: “Signor Antonio, on the Rialto many a time and often you have railed at me about my 

moneys and my usuries, and I have borne it with a patient shrug, for sufferance is the badge of 
all our tribe; and then you have called me unbeliever, cutthroat dog, and spit upon my Jewish 
garments, and spurned at me with your foot, as if I was a cur. Well, then, it now appears you 
need my help, and you come to me and say, ‘Shylock, lend me moneys.’ Has a dog money? Is 
it possible a cur should lend three thousand ducats? Shall I bend low and say, ‘Fair sir, you spit 
upon me on Wednesday last; another time you called me dog, and for these courtesies I am to 
lend you moneys.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2/3 
 

What does Shylock mean in the above lines?  
 
Below is the explanation of Shylock’s words for better understanding: 
 
Explanation: Sir Antonio, many times you have criticized me about my money and habit of charging 

interest in the Rialto. I have endured it all with patience and a shrug, because we Jews are known for our 
ability to endure. You say I believe in the wrong religion, call me a cut-throat dog, and spit on my Jewish 
clothing, all because I use my own money to make profit. And now it appears that you need my help. Okay, 
then! You come to me and you say, "Shylock, I need money." You tell me this! You who spat on my beard 
and kicked me as you'd kick a stray dog away from your threshold! You ask for money. What should I say 
to you? Shouldn't I say, "Does a dog have money? Is it possible for a dog to lend you three thousand  

ducats?" Or should I get bend to my knees and with bated breath humbly whisper, "Fair sir, you spat on 
me last Wednesday; you spurned me then; another time you called me a dog—and for all this courtesy 
you've shown me, I will gladly lend you this much money?" 

 
 

 What was Antonio’s response to Shylock’s accusation? 
 

3. Extract: Antonio replied: “I am as like to call you so again, to spit on you again, and spurn 
you, too. If you will lend me this money, lend it not to me as to a friend, but rather lend it to 
me as to an enemy, that, if I break, you may with better face exact the penalty.” 

 
Explanation: I will call you so again, spit on you again and scorn you even if you lend me the money. 

Lend it to me not as a friend but as to your enemy who if he breaks the bond would face penalty. Notice 
that Antonio confirms his abusive behavior. While the audience could believe that Shylock is over 
exaggerating or slandering Antonio, Antonio's affirmation here shows that Shylock was not lying.  

 
 

 When Portia tried to persuade Shylock to show mercy but Shylock was adamant about having 
the penalty as given in the bond. 

 
4. Extract: “Is he not able to pay the money?” asked Portia. 
 
Explanation and Context: Portia asks if Antonio is truly not able to pay the money to Shylock. 
Bassanio then offered the Jew the payment of the three thousand ducats as many times over as 
he should desire. Shylock refused insisting upon having a pound of Antonio’s flesh. Bassanio then 
begged Portia to twist the law a little, to save Antonio’s life.  

 
 Terms of the bond 
5. Extract: “… sign in merry sport a bond that, if he did not repay the money by a certain day, he 

would forfeit a pound of flesh, to be cut off from any part of his body that Shylock pleased.” 
 
Explanation: Shylock asks Antonio to sign the contract as if in a merry sport.  However, if Antonio 

could not repay Shylock, on a particular day, in a certain place, then Shylock would take a pound of flesh 
from Antonio from whatsoever part of his body that pleased Shylock. 
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 Portia helped Antonio by saving his life. She presented herself at the court as a lawyer. 
 
6. Extract: “Portia had a relation who was a counselor in the law; to this gentleman, whose 

name was Bellario, she wrote, and, stating the case to him, desired his opinion…” 
 

     Explanation: Portia had a relation, who was a counselor in law and whose name was Bellario. She 
consulted him and took his advice. Portia disguised herself as Doctor Balthasar who looked remarkably 
youthful as it was Portia who was prettily disguised by her counselor’s robes and a large wig. 

 
 

 When Bassanio wanted Portia to tweak the law to save Antonio, Portia answered that laws 
once established can never be altered. Shylock upon hearing Portia that thought that she was 
pleading in his favour. 

 
7. Extract: “A Daniel is come to judgment!” 

 
Explanation: Bassanio begged the learned young lawyer would endeavour to tweak the law a little to 

save Antonio’s life. However, Portia gravely answered that laws once established can never be altered. It 
seemed to Shylock, on hearing Portia say that the law might not be altered, that she was pleading in his 
favour, and he praised Portia by saying: 

“A Daniel is come to judgment! O wise young judge, how I do honour you! ...” It’s a reference to the 
Bible where Daniel, a wise Jewish prophet, was known for his wisdom which made him an esteemed judge. 
Portia, however tries to persuade Shylock to be merciful to Antonio. However, it was in vain because 
Shylock was determined to get his revenge against Antonio. 

 
 

 When Shylock demands his pound of flesh from Antonio, Portia tries to persuade him to show 
mercy 

8. Extract: “Portia spoke so sweetly of the noble quality of MERCY as would have softened any 
heart but the unfeeling Shylock’s, saying that it dropped as the gentle rain from heaven upon 
the place beneath; and how mercy was a double blessing, it blessed him that gave and him that 
received it; and how it became monarchs better than their crowns, being an attribute of God 
Himself; and that earthly power came nearest to God’s in proportion as mercy tempered justice; 
and she bade Shylock remember that as we all pray for mercy, that same prayer should teach us 
to show mercy. Shylock only answered her by desiring to have the penalty forfeited in the bond.” 

 
 
Explanation: Mercy blesses the person who shows mercy and also the person who receives it. Earthly 

power becomes more Godlike when it is merciful. You cannot force someone to show mercy. Mercy is as 
natural as the rain. Mercy lies in the hearts of kings. Kings are most God-like when they are merciful as 
well as just. We must remember that since we all pray for mercy and therefore we too should be 
merciful.                                    

 
 


