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CLASS – VII 
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Week 4 

Topics: Non Finites (Recap) 

             Joining sentences with Non Finites 

             Story Writing            

 

Day 1: RECAPITULATION OF NON FINITES 

 

[Before we start today’s lesson, let us revise Non Finite and Finite Verbs from the 

matter given in the 1
st
 week of April] 

 Finite Verb – agrees with subject (person and number), marked for tense, stands by 

itself in a sentence. 

 Non Finite Verbs – does not agree with subject (person and number), does not 

change with tense. 

 Example (Finite) – He ran as he was chased by a bull 

               (Non Finite) – Having been chased by a bull, he ran. 

 

Non-Finites take 3 different forms - Participle (acts as verb, adverb, adjective; questions 

asked: HOW, IN WHAT CONDITION, WHY) 

- Infinitive (to+verb) 

- Gerund (acts as noun – object to the verb, subject to 

the verb and object to the preposition; question asked : 

WHAT) 

Examples – 1. A barking dog seldom bites. (Participle acting as adjective; describes noun 

dog) 

2. Talking over the phone, she walked in the garden. (Participle acting as the verb of subject 

she) 

3. He ran through the streets, cheering. (Participle acting as adverb; describes how the verb 

ran is done) 

4. Raquel took out the pistol to defend herself. (infinitive : to+verb defend) 

5. Smiling bright makes the day worthwhile. (Gerund smiling, acting as the subject to the 

verb makes; answers to the question: What makes the day worthwhile?) 

6. I like staring at the moon for a long time. (Gerund staring acts as the object to the verb 

like; answers to the question: What do I like?) 

7. She is fond of playing piano. (Gerund playing acts as the object to the preposition of; 

answers to the question: What is she fond of?) 

 

Don’t Forget, Gerund and Infinitive may take the form of noun and verb, without a 

change in meaning: 

 1. To get up early in the morning is a good habit. = Getting up early in the morning is a good 

habit. 

2. Birds love to sing. = Birds love singing. 

3. To respect our parents is our duty. = Respecting our parents is our duty. 

4. He refused to obey the orders. = He refused obeying the orders. 



5. Will you continue to work after your illness? = Will you continue working after your 

illness? 

 

We have already learnt how to change Participle into Finite Verb and vice versa. Let’s 

try once more: 

Before we start, let us learn a quick tip: 

When to use Perfect Participle beginning with Having... 

Use Perfect Participle to denote an action completed before the action denoted by the 

finite verb. 

Example: 1.Having got dressed, he slowly went downstairs. (1
st
 action=he got dressed, 2

nd
 

action=he went downstairs. 

2. Having finished their training, they will be fully qualified doctors. (1
st
 action=they finish 

their training, 2
nd

 action=they will be qualified. 

3. Having read the instructions properly, I learnt how the machine worked. (1
st
 action=I read 

the instructions, 2
nd

 action=I learnt. 

 

Please note, in the above examples, the first action and the 2
nd

 action are not happening 

at the same time, the 2
nd

 action takes place only after the 1
st
 action is completed. 

 

Now look at the following examples: 

1. Walking on the roof, he slipped and fell. 

2. Listening to music, my mother cooked in the kitchen. 

3. Enchanted (delighted) with the whole scene, I continued to sail. 

 

(The participles walking, listening and enchanted take place at the same time with the 

finite verbs slipped, cooked and continued. So, Perfect Participle Having is not used.) 

Do not forget to insert comma (,) if you start a sentence with participle. 

 

WORKSHEET 1: Rewrite each of the following sentences by changing the Finite Verb into 

Participle: 

1. We met an old Sadhu who was walking to Benaras. 

2. As the winter came on, the grasshopper had no food. 

3. As the stable door was open, the horse was stolen. 

4. As Caesar was murdered, the dictatorship came to an end. 

5. After he had done his lesson, he went out to play cricket. 

6. As he was overpowered, he surrendered. 

7. If you follow my advice, you will benefit yourself. 

8. After the people had taken their seats, the bus started. 

9. He made no further attempts as he failed in the first attempt. 

10. As we didn’t have a guide with us, we lost our way. 

 

ANSWER KEY: 1.We met an old Sadhu walking to Benaras. 

2. Winter coming on, the grasshopper had no food. 

3. The stable door being open, the horse was stolen. 

4. Caesar being murdered, the dictatorship came to end. 

5. Having done his lesson, he went out to play cricket. 

6. Having been overpowered, he surrendered. 

7. Following my advice, you will benefit yourself. 

8. The people having taken their seats, the bus started. 

9. Having failed in the first attempt, he made no further attempts. 



10. Having no guide with us, we lost our way. 

 

DAY 2: JOINING SENTENCES WITH NON FINITES 

 

In today’s lesson, we will learn how to join sentences with Non Finites: 

 

1. Joining with Present Participle and Past Participle: 

 Identify the subject and object (if any); avoid repeating the subject and object. It 

should be written only once. 

 Point out the verbs. 

 Identify the 1
st
 action and 2

nd
 action 

 Change the 1
st
 action verb to participle 

 In case of presence of object, the verb performed by the object should be changed to 

participle. 

 Insert comma (if sentence begins with participle) 

 Keep the 2
nd

 action intact, without any change. 

Example: 1.She drove as quickly as possible. She arrived just in time. 

                 Subject – She, Verbs -2; drove (1
st
 action), arrived (2

nd
 action) 

Answer: Driving as quickly as possible, she arrived just in time. 

 

2. The hungry fox saw a bunch of grapes. It was hanging from a vine. 

    Subject – fox, verb – saw; object – bunch of grapes. Verb – was hanging. 

Answer: The hungry fox saw a bunch of grapes hanging from a vine. 

 

3. He hurt his leg. He stopped walking.  

    Subject – He, Verbs – 2; hurt (1
st
 action), stopped (2

nd
 action) 

 Answer: Having hurt his leg, he stopped walking. 

 

2. Joining with Infinitive: 

  

Please note that, other than being used as noun, Infinitives are also used in the following 

ways: 

1. He wept to see his poor performance. (Cause) 

2. Raquel took out the pistol to defend herself. (Purpose) 

3. This medicine is pleasant to take. (To qualify an adjective ‘pleasant’) 

4. To tell the truth, I quite forgot my promise. ( To qualify as a sentence) 

 

Rules: 

 

 Identify the subject and object (if any); avoid repeating the subject and object. It 

should be written only once. 

 Identify the Finite verb. 

 Keep in mind how the infinitive in a particular sentence should be used, - as a noun, 

cause, purpose,  to qualify as an objective or to qualify as a sentence) 

 

Example: 1.You must give me the keys. If you do that you will be able to save your life. 

                  Subject – you, object – me, finite verb – give. Sentence is about the purpose of 

‘you’ giving the keys to ‘me’. 

Answer: You must give me the keys to save your life. 



 

2. I speak the truth. I am not afraid of it. 

   Subject – I, Finite verb – speak. Sentence is about answering the question: what I am 

not afraid of? 

Answer: I am not afraid to speak the truth. 

 

3. I have no interest in politics. I must admit it frankly. 

   Subject – I, Finite verb – admit. Sentence is about the subject admitting a fact frankly. 

Answer: To be frank, I have no interest in politics.  

 

WORKSHEET 2: Combine the following pairs of sentence by making use of participle: 

1. The magician took pity on the mouse. He turned it into a cat. 

2. The porter opened the gate. We entered. 

3. We started early. We arrived at noon. 

4. We met a man. He was carrying a load of wood. 

5. He seized his stick. He rushed to the door. 

6. The hunter took up his gun. He went out to shoot the lion. 

7. Nanak met his brother in the street. He asked him where he was going. 

8. They had no fodder. They could give the cow nothing to eat. 

 

WORKSHEET 3: Combine the following pairs of sentence by making use of infinitive: 

1. He did not have even a rupee with him. He could not buy a loaf of bread. 

2. Every cricket team has a captain. He directs the other players. 

3. He went to Amritsar. He wanted to visit the Golden Temple. 

4. The strikers held a meeting. They wished to discuss the terms of the employers. 

5. He wants to earn his livelihood. He works hard for that reason. 

6. The robber took out a knife. He intended to frighten the old man. 

7. She is out so late. I thought it strange. 

8. This is too heavy. You cannot lift it. 

 

ANSWER KEY: (Worksheet 2)  

1. Taking pity on the mouse, the magician turned it into a cat. 

2. The porter having opened the gate, we entered. 

3. Having started early, we arrived at noon. 

4. We met a man carrying a load of wood. 

5. Having seized his stick, he rushed to the door. 

6. Having taken up his gun, the hunter went out to shoot the lion. 

7. Having met his brother in the street, Nanak asked him where he was going. 

8. Having no fodder, they could give the cow nothing to eat. 

 

(Worksheet 3): 1. He did not have even a rupee with him to buy a loaf of bread. 

2. Every cricket team has a captain to direct the other players. 

3. He went to Amritsar to visit the Golden Temple. 

4. The strikers held a meeting to discuss the terms of the employers. 

5. He works hard to earn his livelihood. 

6. The robber took out a knife to frighten the old man. 

7. I thought it strange for her to be out so late. 

8. This is too heavy for you to lift. 

 

DAY 3: STORY WRITING 



 

What is story writing? 

A story writing is work of “fiction or imagination” that is usually written in “easily 

understandable grammatical structure” with “natural flow of speech”. Story writing is meant 

to be read at single sitting and therefore it should be as direct and brief as possible. 

Typically story writing has six key elements – Title (apt to the content), Character 

(fewer is better), Setting (brief but poetic and vivid), Plot (as simple and interesting as 

possible), Conflict (intense but one), and Theme (relating to majority of readers). 

 The Title should be catchy and appropriate to the content of the story.  It should be 

interesting and should attract readers’ attention. It should not be too long, but short 

and precise. It can be a person’s name or place’s name; it can be a play and rhythm of 

words or a notable line from the story itself. 

 

 A character is someone or something that takes part in actions depicted in the short 

story. It could be a living person, a dead person, a ghost, an imaginary character, a 

robot, a dog, a toy etc. The golden rule for selecting characters in story writing is 

“Fewer are better”. A story writing would more effectively convey its meaning if it 

has very few characters – one protagonist, one other main character and no supporting 

or side characters would be ideal. Animating character with perfect adjectives and 

examples are a must however, typically while writing short stories, do not fall overdo 

the characterization. 

 Time frame and place constitute setting of story writing. The setting is often decorated 

with descriptions of scenes such as super market, bedroom, crowded metro train, or 

drizzling evening. These descriptions are very important to make reader immerse in 

the plot. 

 Unit of time frame may vary from hours to days to weeks to years. The golden rule in 

selecting time frame for story writing is “keep it shorter” and “have it single”. Story 

writing that has setting of few hours may typically be clearer and more effective than 

with setting of few months or years. 

 Vividly describe surroundings. It must be absolutely clear and very importantly be 

appealing to five senses of your readers. Be poetic, use suitable adjectives, script 

dialogues, or even deploy side characters. 

 Plot is flesh and muscles of story writing. It comprises events and characters’ actions. 

More creatively you describe and logically connect the events and actions, stronger 

the plot would be; and stronger the plot you create, better interest would it generate 

among readers. A plot has start, body and end that are linked sequentially by events 

and character actions. 

 You must so choose a start that your reader gets hooked to the story. Create confusion 

or question in readers’ mind by first line of your story. Your reader must try to get 

answer from best of her ability and experience but she should finally end up digging 

into subsequent lines of your stories to quench her temporarily aroused 

inquisitiveness. 

 

 Central idea or main belief presented by a story writing is called theme. It is skeleton 

or frame of your short story that is decorated by plot, setting, conflict and characters. 



As story writing involves creative writing skills, please follow the below mentioned points to 

write a good story - 

 The narrative should be in first, second or third person. 

 Setting of the story should be made. 

 Time, location, context and atmosphere should be described to create imagery. 

 Meaningful dialogues to be used. Dialogues should have expressions. 

 Characterization - identify 2 - 3 main characters and a few side characters in the story. 

 Plot of the story should be interesting but short because the word limit should not be 

exceeded. It can include the following – 

 What happens 

 Action 

 Flashback 

 Climax (the most exciting part or event) 

 Conflict/tension 

 Resolving a conflict/tension 

 Mystery 

 Surprise 

 Monologue / dialogue of the characters 

 
Stages of Story Writing 

1. Select Title 

2. Set the scene 

3. Build the tension 

4. Present the Climax 

5. Tie up loose ends 

6. Ending the story. 

 

Consider the following sample of story writing for your reference: 

 

Write an original short story (350-400 words) that begins with the words : ‘It’s not my fault’, 

he shouted. 

Misplacing of camera 

  
“It’s not my fault!”, he shouted as he went across to the opposite Bank of the river in the 

boat.  He was very annoyed with his friends, who accused him of forgetting the camera at a 

coffee shop. 

He seemed to be a teenage boy, who came with his friends on a school trip. I came here 

because this place was a famous tourist spot. It was famous for its watery scenery and 

numerous water sports besides their cultural dance and music. It was really fascinating to see 

how one could enjoy a whole world of entertainment here. 

 
However, I was curious to know more about that teenage boy. Many questions came in my 

mind - whose camera was it? What made him forget the camera? Did he go to find it? 

Therefore, to settle my curiosity I inquired about him from the children who came on the 

same school trip. I came to know that his name was Rohan, he belonged to a middle class 

family. He was passionate about photography. Another child informed me that some of his 

friends were quite rich. One of his friends brought his camera on the trip and since Rohan 

clicked beautiful pictures, his friend gave his camera to him. After every click, Rohan used to 

return the camera back to his friend, Ankit. But Ankit was very irresponsible. Although he 



brought his expensive camera, he did not want to shoulder any responsibility of keeping it 

safe. After clicking pictures in the coffee shop, Rohan placed the camera on Ankit’s photo 

stand . Ankit, however, kept it on the table. They stayed there for a while and left from 

there in no time. When they crossed a beautiful temple, they thought of getting some 

pictures clicked. It was then everyone realised that the camera was missing . Ankit and others 

started blaming Rohan, Rohan felt humiliated and left his group. 

 

 I felt Pity for Rohan and wanted to help him. I went to the coffee shop and narrated the entire 

incident. The manager of the coffee shop was a genuine man. He ordered his stuff to find the 

camera. Suddenly, one of the staff members remembered that one of those boys went to the 

washroom while leaving. As soon as he recalled so, he went to check in the washroom, and 

what a relief soon after! The camera was very much there in the washroom. I went and took it 

and returned it to Ankit. He then realised his mistake and apologised to Rohan. “I should 

have been more careful about it,” he said with his eyes cast down. No sooner did he speak, he 

was hugged by Rohan, their eyes filled with tears of joy. I stood at a distance and watched the 

sun shining again after an outrageous storm. 

Class work: Write an original short story (250-300 words) entitled: ‘The Blue Umbrella’ 

Dear Parents, 
Please note that we are uploading the home assignments (for classes V-VIII) to help us 

understand whether students are gaining from the study materials shared. For the 

same, kindly mail the answer scripts to the specified mail ID mentioned in the home 

assignment schedule and not to the school mail ID. Also please mention student’s name, 

class and section clearly when you share the PDF. 

Regards. 

                                                                                             Nabanita Mukherjee  04.05.2020 

  

 

 


