
1/8 
 

   

SHAW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CLASS-VIII 

SESSION: 2020-2021 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 
Week 2 
Developed by Sangita Dey 
TOPIC: THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 
Book: Tales from Shakespeare-Charles and Mary Lamb 

 
 
Day 1 
Continuation of ‘The Merchant of Venice’ 
Vocabulary/ Word Meanings from the Story 
 

Severity: strictness 
Meditated: planned 
Patrimony: inherited property 
Feed fat: satisfy 
Gratis: free 
Cur: dog 
Sufferance: tolerance 
Badge: hallmark 
Heiress: woman inheriting property  
Merchandise: goods 
Forfeit: lose  
Penalty: punishment 
Arduous: difficult 
Tempered: mixed 
Trifle: waste  
Tarry: wait 
Confiscated: taken/seized 
Sagacity: wisdom 
Scruple: a very small unit 
Endeavour: try 

     Wrest: change a little 

 

 

 
 

 

Here are some important parts of the play which necessities further clarification: 
 
1) When Shylock demands his pound of flesh from Antonio, Portia tries to persuade him to show 

mercy.   
 

Summarising Portia’s Speech on Mercy: 
 

 Mercy blesses the person who shows mercy and also the person who receives it.  
 The strongest people are the most merciful.  
 Earthly power becomes more Godlike when it is merciful.  
 You cannot force someone to show mercy. Mercy is as natural as the rain. 
  Mercy lies in the hearts of kings.  Kings are most God-like when they are merciful as well as 

just. 
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2) Here are Shylock’s words about Antonio: 
 
“If I can once catch him on the hip, I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him. He hates our Jewish 

nation; he lends out money gratis; and among the merchants he rails at me and my well-earned bargains, 
which he calls interest. Cursed be my tribe if I forgive him!” 

 
What does he mean? 
 
Below is the interpretation of Shylock’s words for better understanding: 
 
If I get the better of him just once, I will satisfy my old grudge against him. He lends out money without 

charging interest, he speaks badly of me, my bargains, and my hard-won money in the company of other 
merchants, talking about "interest." May my Jewish tribe be cursed if I forgive him! 

 
3) When Antonio asked Shylock if he would lend the money, Shylock replied: 
 
“Signor Antonio, on the Rialto many a time and often you have railed at me about my moneys and my 

usuries, and I have borne it with a patient shrug, for sufferance is the badge of all our tribe; and then you 
have called me unbeliever, cutthroat dog, and spit upon my Jewish garments, and spurned at me with your 
foot, as if I was a cur. Well, then, it now appears you need my help, and you come to me and say, ‘Shylock, 
lend me moneys.’ Has a dog money? Is it possible a cur should lend three thousand ducats? Shall I bend 
low and say, ‘Fair sir, you spit upon me on Wednesday last; another time you called me dog, and for these 
courtesies I am to lend you moneys.” 

 
What does Shylock mean in the above lines?  
 
Below is the explanation of Shylock’s words for better understanding: 
 
Sir Antonio, many times you have criticized me about my money and habit of charging interest in the 

Rialto. I have endured it all with patience and a shrug, because we Jews are known for our ability to endure. 
You say I believe in the wrong religion, call me a cut-throat dog, and spit on my Jewish clothing, all because 
I use my own money to make profit. And now it appears that you need my help. Okay, then! You come to 
me and you say, "Shylock, I need money." You tell me this! You who spat on my beard and kicked me as 
you'd kick a stray dog away from your threshold! You ask for money. What should I say to you? Shouldn't 
I say, "Does a dog have money? Is it possible for a dog to lend you three thousand ducats?" Or should I get 
bend to my knees and with bated breath humbly whisper, "Fair sir, you spat on me last Wednesday; you 
spurned me then; another time you called me a dog—and for all this courtesy you've shown me, I will 
gladly lend you this much money?" 

 
We shall continue this chapter in the next class.  
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Day 2 
Continuation of ‘The Merchant of Venice’ 
Book: Tales from Shakespeare-Charles and Mary Lamb 
 
Some important parts of the play which needs further clarification is continued from the previous class: 
 
 
 
4)  Here are Shylock’s words about Antonio and about the bond: 
 
“… I pray you tell me this, Bassanio: if he should break his day, what should I gain by the exaction of 
the forfeiture? A pound of man’s flesh, taken from a man, is not so estimable, profitable, neither, as the 
flesh of mutton or beef. I say, to buy his favour I offer this friendship: if he will take it, so; if not, adieu.” 
 
Here is the clarification of Shylock’s words for better understanding: 
 
 
Please, tell me this: if he fails to pay me back in time, what would I gain by taking a pound of his flesh? 

A pound of flesh taken from a man is not worth very much, and isn't as profitable as mutton, beef, or goat 
flesh. I'm telling you, I'm giving him this kind offer to be friendly. If he will accept the offer, good. If not, 
goodbye. 

 
 
5) Explanation of the significance of “A Daniel is come to judgment!” 
 
Bassanio begged the learned young lawyer would endeavour to tweak the law a little to save Antonio’s 

life. However, Portia gravely answered that laws once established can never be altered. It seemed to 
Shylock, on hearing Portia say that the law might not be altered, that she was pleading in his favour, and 
he praised Portia by saying: 

“A Daniel is come to judgment! O wise young judge, how I do honour you! ...” It’s a reference to the 
Bible where Daniel, a wise Jewish prophet, was known for his wisdom which made him an esteemed judge. 

 
 
6) Explain the meaning of the following extract:  
 
“Therefore prepare, Shylock, to cut off the flesh; but mind you shed no blood; nor do not cut off more 
nor less than just a pound; be it more or less by one poor scruple, nay, if the scale turn but by the weight 
of a single hair, you are condemned by the laws of Venice to die, and all your wealth is forfeited to the 
state.” 
 
Here is the explanation: 
 
When Shylock realizes that he has been thwarted, he says that he would be willing to take Bassanio's 
offer of money. Portia decides otherwise. Shylock shall have "nothing but the penalty" — "just a pound 
of flesh" — no more, no less. Portia instructs Shylock to get ready to cut off the flesh. She clearly states 
to shed no blood, and not cut any more or less than exactly one pound of flesh. If Shylock takes more 
or less than a pound, even if it's just a twentieth lighter or heavier than the tiniest measure—in fact, if 
the scale is off by so much as a hair—he would be sentenced to death and all his goods and property 
would be confiscated by the state. 
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Character Analysis: 
Portia 
 

Quick-witted, wealthy, and beautiful, Portia embodies the virtues that 
are typical of Shakespeare’s heroines—it is no surprise that she emerges 
as the antidote to Shylock’s malice.  
 

In her defeat of Shylock, Portia prevails by applying a more rigid 
standard than Shylock himself, agreeing that his contract very much 
entitles him to his pound of flesh, but adding that it does not allow for 
any loss of blood. Anybody can break the rules, but Portia’s 
effectiveness comes from her ability to make the law work for her; 
however, her rejection to the rigid adherence to the law might suggest 
otherwise.  
 

 

Portia is one of the cleverest heroines in William Shakespeare’s plays. Her intelligence is most clearly 
showcased during Antonio’s trial. Posing as a young, male lawyer, Portia successfully defends 
Antonio from Shylock’s gruesome retribution and saves Antonio’s life. While doing so, she 
showcases an impressive understanding of Venetian law. As opposed to Bassanio’s call for the rules 
to be ignored and Antonio’s melancholic resignation to his fate, Portia is able to work within the 
constraints of the court system to save Antonio’s life. 
 
Shylock 
 
 
In The Merchant of Venice, Shylock is a wealthy Jewish moneylender from 
Venice and Jessica's father. He lends Antonio and Bassanio the three 
thousand ducats that Bassanio needs to pursue Portia. However, Shylock 
stipulates that if Antonio defaults on the loan, he will owe Shylock a pound 
of his flesh. This contract spurs the central plot of the play. When Antonio 
defaults on the loan, Shylock attempts to extract his pound of flesh. 
However, thanks to Portia’s intervention, Antonio is saved and Shylock is 
forced to relinquish half of his fortune. He is also forced to convert to 
Christianity. Shylock is left humiliated after being robbed of his money, his 
faith, and his dignity. 

  
 

In 17th-century Venice, moneylending was one of the few professions available to Jewish people. 
Christians viewed charging interest as sinful. In 16th-century Venice, Jewish people had few 
economic opportunities and so Jewish people filled this financial niche and made profitable loans. 
However, Christians began to characterize them as materialistic and greedy. This view is frequently 
espoused by Antonio, who also undermines Shylock’s business by giving interest-free loans. There 
was rampant discrimination against Jewish people. 
 
The play casts Shylock as a villain; however, he can also be interpreted in a different light. Shylock 
apparently is a straightforward villain. He charges interest on loans and that itself would have already 
made him immoral in the eyes of most Elizabethan Christians. Shylock is shown as a negative 
stereotype that Elizabethans wrongly associated with Jews. Shylock’s refusal to show Antonio mercy 
is indicative of his lack of Christian grace. The Christian characters attempt to save Shylock’s soul 
by forcing him to convert to Christianity. 

 

You may follow this link for an enhanced understanding: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lhv7aD_Cc-o#action=share 
 

We shall wrap up this chapter in the next class by solving a worksheet.  
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Day 3 
Continuation of ‘The Merchant of Venice’ 
Book: Tales from Shakespeare-Charles and Mary Lamb 
 
 
Worksheet on Merchant of Venice 
 

1) Shylock initially says his demand for a “pound of flesh” was meant as: 

  

A threat 

  

A joke 

  

A prank 

  

A bet 

 

2) Why can't Antonio directly give Bassanio the money he asks for? 

  

He recently lost all his money 

  

All his money is tied up in ships 

  

He refuses to go further into debt because of his friend 

  

His father has forbidden him to do so 
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3) How does The Merchant of Venice relate to contemporary society in terms of prejudice? 

 

4) Why does Shylock hate Antonio and Christians in general in The Merchant of Venice? 
 

5) How is the theme of revenge explored in The Merchant of Venice? 
 

6) How would you describe the friendship of Antonio and Bassanio in Shakespeare's The Merchant of 
Venice? 

 
7) What are the defining character traits of Antonio in The Merchant of Venice? 

 
8) Discuss the story of play The Merchant of Venice as having the theme of good versus evil. 

 
9) What is a short summary on Merchant of Venice. 

 
10) The Merchant of Venice is said to be a story of averted threats ending in happiness. Elaborate on 

your views. 

Answer Key 

1. A joke 

 

2. All his money is tied up in ships 

 

3. William Shakespeare wrote The Merchant of Venice more than 400 years ago, but the prejudice 
shown by the characters is still present in the world today. The play reflects the prejudice against 
Jews. 

 

4. Shylock hates Christians because, as a Jewish man, he is heavily discriminated against in Venetian 
society. Shylock hates Antonio specifically because Antonio frequently humiliates him in public 
and undermines his business practices, impeding the living Shylock can make off one of the few 
professions Venetian Jews were actually allowed to enter. 

 

5. SHYLOCK: If I can catch him once upon the hip, 
I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him.  

With these two lines, Shylock sums up his feelings towards Antonio and towards everyone else who 
has wronged him, individually and collectively, throughout his life. If Shylock can get an advantage 
over Antonio, he will take his revenge against him without a second thought, and without remorse. 
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Within minutes, Shylock makes a contract for a loan to Antonio, the enforcement of which sets Shylock's 
revenge into motion and which destroys one of them and almost destroys the other. 

Shylock feels perfectly justified in seeking his revenge against Antonio when the loan comes due and 
Antonio is unable to pay Shylock what he owes. 

6) Antonio and Bassanio are very close friends who have a great deal of loyalty to one another. 

                                                     
They are both well-respected members of Venetian society. That being said, it is worth noting that their 
relationship is not entirely an equal one. Antonio is a rich and successful merchant, whereas Bassanio is 
regularly faced with financial difficulties. It is this context that shapes much of The Merchant of Venice's 
plot. Antonio is both a friend and patron to Bassanio, and Bassanio himself is reliant upon his friend's 
continued generosity. However, one should not underestimate the strength of their relationship. It is 
Antonio who takes on significant personal and financial risk for Bassanio's sake. Meanwhile, Bassanio 
returns Antonio's genuine friendship and loyalty. It is to be noted that when he receives news of 
Antonio's plight, he drops everything else to be at Antonio's side. 
 
7) Despite the fact that he is the eponymous (named after a particular person) merchant of Venice, the 
play is not really about Antonio, and he is far from being the most memorable character. Audiences are 
far more likely to remember Shylock, or Portia than they are to recall what Antonio says or does. He is 
most notable for two opposing character traits: his extreme devotion to his friends, particularly Bassanio, 
and his haughty attitude toward Shylock, whom he considers infinitely beneath him. 

Antonio is a kind-hearted man who lends money to needy people without charging any interest from 
them. In this respect he offers a striking contrast to Shylock who is a usurer. (A usurer is a money lender 
who charges excessive rates of interest on the loans which he gives). He is portrayed as a wealthy 
merchant who is well-respected in the city of Venice. ... Antonio is portrayed as loyal and self-
sacrificing, willing to risk the loss of a pound of flesh for his young friend. Antonio manifests anti-
semitism (hostility against Jews) by cursing and spitting at Shylock. Anti-semitism was common in 
Europe in Shakespeare's days. He is a structural centre of the play and whole play revolves around him. 

8)  In ‘The Merchant of Venice’, it is clear enough that not one character is neither ‘good’ nor ‘evil’. 
This was because of Shakespeare’s makes the characters in the play seem real, natural and relatable to 
humans. In the play, all the characters definitely had made faults. Some characters might think they’re 
doing right when they’re not realising the fact that they’re actually doing the wrong thing. A ‘good’ 
character in this play, or more precisely, a better character than others in this play would be Bassanio. It 
is true that he betrayed his wife’s trust and he is really bad with money, but he thinks he is doing right 
by taking the side of his best friend, Antonio. To Antonio, Bassanio is faithful, loyal and caring. This 
was proven by Bassanio’s claim: “Antonio, I am married to a wife which is as dear to me as life itself, 
but life itself, my wife and all the world, are not with me esteemed above thy life: I would lose all, ay, 
sacrifice them all, here to this devil, to deliver you.” This not only declares Bassanio’s love for Antonio 
but emphasizes on the fact that he would even sacrifice everything for his best friend. A ‘bad’ character 
in this play, would be Antonio. We might see him as a loyal and sacrificial but if we compare that to all 
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the other things he had done, there might be second thoughts. For example, Antonio has taken 
discrimination to another level by showing us the hostility he had towards Shylock – by spitting on him, 
calling him a dog. Christians were the majority back compared to the Jews but then but it does not give 
anyone the right to treat another human being that way. No one is perfect, of course. Even though no 
one can do all the right things all the time, it helps by having all the right intentions and purposes like 
Bassanio – who even though makes some wrong moves, has a good heart with the right intentions. 

 

9) A young Venetian, Bassanio, needs a loan of three thousand ducats so that he can woo Portia, a 
wealthy Venetian heiress. He approaches his friend Antonio, a merchant. Antonio is short of money 
because all his wealth is invested in his fleet, which is currently at sea. He goes to a Jewish moneylender, 
Shylock, who hates Antonio because of Antonio’s anti-semitic behaviour towards him.  

Shylock nevertheless agrees to make the short-term loan, but, in a moment of dark humour, he makes a 
condition – the loan must be repaid in three months or Shylock will exact a pound of flesh from Antonio. 
Antonio agrees, confident that his ships will return in time.  

Bassanio chooses the right casket, and Portia happily agrees to marry him immediately. Word comes to 
Bassanio about Antonio’s predicament, and he hurries back to Venice, leaving Portia behind. Portia 
follows him, accompanied by her maid, Nerissa. They are disguised as a male lawyer and his clerk. 
When Bassanio arrives the date for the repayment to Shylock has passed and Shylock is demanding his 
pound of flesh. Even when Bassanio offers much more than the amount in repayment, Shylock refuses.  

Portia arrives in her disguise to defend Antonio. Given the authority of judgment by the Duke, Portia 
decides that Shylock can have the pound of flesh as long as he doesn’t draw blood, as it is against the 
law to shed a Christian’s blood. Since it is obvious that to draw a pound of flesh would kill Antonio, 
Shylock is denied his suit. Moreover, for conspiring to murder a Venetian citizen, Portia orders that he 
should forfeit all his wealth. Half is to go to Venice, and half to Antonio. Antonio gives his half back to 
Shylock on the condition that Shylock bequeaths it to his disinherited daughter. Shylock must also 
convert to Christianity. A broken Shylock accepts. News arrives that Antonio’s remaining ships have 
returned safely. With the exception of Shylock, all celebrate a happy ending to the affair.  

   

10) ‘The Merchant of Venice’ is about averted threats ending in happiness is a description that in some 
ways, but not all, sums up the play. The main crises averted are that Antonio will have to 
allow Shylock to cut a pound of flesh from his heart and Bassanio choosing the correct casket. In both 
cases, a heart would be cut out—Portia's metaphorically (by being denied marriage to the man she loves 
and respects) and Antonio's literally. Antonio would experience a literal death without his heart. Portia's 
is averted not through her agency, but through either good fortune or Bassanio's wisdom in selecting the 
correct casket. Antonio is also caught in a cruel legal system, dependent on Portia's mind and skills to 
set him free. 

 

 


